REMARKS 

In the Final Office Action dated October 8, 2004, the Examiner took the following action: 
(1) rejected claims 1-52 under 35 USC §112, fl , as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement; (2) rejected claims 1-21 under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by Dougherty 
(U.S. 5,539,624); (3) rejected claims 22-23, 26, 29-30, 33, 36, 47-48, and 52 under 35 USC 
§ 102(b) as being anticipated by Strasser (U.S. 6,257,750); and (4) rejected claims 22-52 under 
35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dougherty in view of Strasser and Newman (U.S. 
4,633,376). Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application in view of the 
foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 

In response to the Examiner's rejections under 35 USC §1 12, Ifl, Applicants respectfully 
submit that independent claims 22, 29, 38, and 47 did not include such limitations, and therefore, 
were erroneously included in the Examiner's rejection under 35 USC §1 12, f 1. Also, Applicants 
respectfully submit that support for the limitation(s) regarding the luminescent members being 
activated by the receiver exists in the specification at, for example, page 7, lines 23-26. 
Nevertheless, Applicants hereby request that all claims that include the limitation(s) regarding 
the luminescent members being activated by the receiver be canceled without prejudice and 
without further comment on the merits of this rejection. 

Applicants further request to amend independent claims 22, 29, 38, and 47 to recite that 
the conduit includes a wall member having an electroluminescent coating disposed on an outer 
surface thereof. Support for this limitation is found in the specification beginning on page 6, line 
20, and extending to page 7, line 3. More specifically, Applicants teach that an 
electroluminescent coating {e.g. electroluminescent paint) may be applied to outer surface of the 
refueling conduit at page 6, lines 24-25. 

Applicants submit that the cited references fail to disclose, teach, or fairly suggest an 
electroluminescent coating disposed on an outer surface of the conduit as recited in Applicants' 
claims 22, 29, 38, and 47. Strasser teaches illuminating a fire hose using either a 
"chemiluminescent cable or line" or "light emitting diodes." (2:35-36; 3:35-45; 3:54-4:6). 
Applicants respectfully submit that neither the chemiluminescent cable (or line) or the light 
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emitting diodes taught by Strasser disclose, teach, or fairly suggest having an electroluminescent 
coating disposed on an outer surface of the conduit as taught by Applicants. Chemiluminescent 
materials emit light when two or more chemicals are mixed together, as opposed to 
electroluminescent materials which emit light when subjected to an electrical field. Furthermore, 
both the chemiluminescent cable and the LED's taught by Strasser are discrete devices fixed on 
the hose, and are not electroluminescent coatings (e.g electroluminescent paint) disposed on an 
outer surface of the conduit as taught by Applicants. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims independent claims 22, 29, 38, and 47, as well 
as dependent claims 23, 26-28, 30, 33-37, 39, 42-46, 48, and 51-52, define over the prior art and 
are patentable. 



Following the above-proposed amendments, claims 22-23, 26-28-30, 33-39, 42-48, and 
51-52 would be pending. Because the proposed amendments place all pending claims in 
condition for allowance, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner allow the proposed 
amendments, and reconsider and withdraw the rejections of all pending claims. If there are any 
remaining matters or concerns that may be handled by telephone, the Examiner is kindly invited 
to telephone the undersigned. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 



Black Lowe & Graham pllc 




Bale C. Barr 

Registration No.: 40,498 
Direct Dial: 206.957.2481 



MAIL CERTIFICATE 



I hereby certify that this communication is being deposited with the United States Postal Service via first class mail under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.08 on the date indicated below addressed to: MAIL STOP AF, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450. 




-9- 



Black Lowe & Graham 



PLLC 



46020 




CUSTOMER NUMBER 



BING-1-1020RFOA 



701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4800 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
206.3813300 • F: 206.381.3301 



